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According to an AP report (05/01/90), residents of the Las Colinas farm cooperative are nervous,
since the contras are once again insisting that they will not disarm. The cooperative is located about
128 km. north of Managua in Security Zone 1. Contra fighters are concentrating in five such security
zones, where they are to disarm and eventually undergo processing for relocation and repatriation.
Government troops (Sandinista Popular Army-EPS) have been withdrawn from the security zones,
and the EPS or the UN peacekeeping force (ONUCA) have disarmed civilian militias inside the
zones. The Las Colinas project consists of 60 families who cultivate corn, beans, coffee. Many of
the cooperative members were landless peasants before the former government organized the
farm, and remain loyal to the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN). The contras attacked
the cooperative three times since 1984, the most recent in 1987. Residents say they fear the heavilyarmed contras, who now roam freely throughout the zone, will seize their homes and evict them.
Some of the contras passing through Las Colinas are bragging about the destruction they caused
during the 1987 attack. They have also threatened cooperative members, telling them to look for
homes elsewhere, since they plan to stay on. Last week contras tore down a banner at the entrance
to the settlement saluting residents who died in the nine-year war with the contras as "Heroes and
Martyrs." All men of the settlement were members of the local militia. On April 21, on order of an
EPS officer, they turned in their weapons.
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